Part B -- The View from the Ground
(July 14 - July 15, 1967)

Author's Note: What follows is based on my personal recollections with input from Leo
R. Jamieson, Lt. Colonel, USMC Retired (Commanding Officer of "A" Co. and the field
commander for 1st Amtracs in Hickory Il) and several fellow participants who are listed
in the sources at the end of this narrative, both refreshed and enhanced by the official
USMC records of the Operation, including especially the Command Chronology of the
1st Amphibian Tractor Battalion, the most relevant parts of which are the S-2/S-3 logs
and messages (written by P. Martin Johnson, Lt. Colonel, USMC Retired, who was the
Battalion S-3 Officer and later Commanding Officer of A" Co). In writing this
narrative, it is my hope that others who participated in Hickory 11 will offer their
recollections so that a more complete and accurate narrative can be written of our
first major operation as ""AmGrunts™ in Vietnam. The Forum Section for
AmGrunts has a topic for Operation Hickory Il where you can post your
recollections or corrections.

Throughout the text are numbers in brackets: [1]. These refer to the numbers added to
the left margin of the attached Command Chronology pages that link the chronology
events to the corresponding numbers overlaid on the map of the area in which our part of
Hickory Il was conducted. The links to the map and the selected pages from the
Command Chronology appear at the end of this narrative.

The First Day

At 0845 on July 14th, nearly half of 1st Amtracs Bn departed our CP at Cua Viet on
Operation Hickory II. Then-Captain Leo R. Jamieson led this interesting collection of
troops and vehicles into battle. "A" Co. served as the infantry, with 95 men on the
ground, leaving the 4th Platoon (which were still operating as an Amtrac platoon) behind
at the Battalion CP as the reserve force (they would later be called into action). The
operation initially included a total of 32 LVT's (AmTracs). "B" Co. supplied 26 LVTP-5's
and an LVTR-1, while "H&S" Co. supplied an LVTP-5 and 2 LVTE-1's. To give us more
firepower in the field, 2 LVTH-6's from 3rd Platoon, 1st Armored Amphibian Tractor
Co. (who were also based at Cua Viet) accompanied us on Hickory II. (Thank God.)
Beyond our M-14 rifles, the other weapons available to us were the 30-cal. machine guns
atop the tractors (one may have had a 50-cal. machine gun) or carried by teams on the
ground, 2 M-79 grenade launchers, and our infamous Indochina-war vintage 60mm
mortar that didn't even have a base plate. (I don't think we had gotten the two M-60
Machine guns at that point, but someone can correct me if I'm wrong.) Although the
official reports from Hickory II refer to our part of the Operation as being conducted by
the 1st Amtrac Battalion, in the field this "Battalion" was actually about 225 Marines,
about one-third of the entire Battalion (which had a total of 723 enlisted men and
officers) and even smaller in strength (and weapons) than the average 3rd Marine
Division infantry company. (Each Marine infantry battalion participating in Hickory II
had an average strength of over 1,200 men in July '67.)



The start to the Operation was slow. Crossing the Cua Viet River was a time-consuming
proposition for a large group of Amtracs. Because we were only equipped to rescue a
single Amtrac at a time should one get disabled crossing the river, each Amtrac had to
complete the river crossing before the next one could start. Thus, we spent the first 60-90
minutes just crossing the river. Thanks to good planning, no vehicles hit mines and none
were attacked or otherwise disabled during the crossing. (Captain Jamieson had sent a
small force across the river the night before to secure the northern banks and provide
security for the next morning's crossing.)

The relative boredom associated with the river crossing was short-lived. The force was
split in two for our advance north, with about half of the Amtracs moving through the
treeline and the rest moving in the surf along the beach (to minimize our potential losses
from land mines). No sooner had we started the sweep north along the tree line when the
NVA began a series of hit and run attacks using small groups to hit us with sporadic
small arms fire then quickly retreat northward and repeat the process. (Perhaps this was a
rear guard action meant to delay our movement northward to provide time for a larger
force to retreat north into the DMZ or west to where there was better cover.) By 1100, we
had swept through the remnants of the villages that dotted the coast of the South China
Sea (Ha Loc, the resettled Ha Loi Trung, the resettled Giem Ha Trung 1 and 2, and Ha
Loi Tay). About half way between Ha Loi Tay and the original (destroyed) Giem Ha
Trung, at the very northern edge of the Battalion's TAOR (Tactical Area Of
Responsibility), our first notable contact took place.[1] The tree line had a grassy opening
of about 100 meters (north to south). As we started to cross the open terrain, we came
under attack by small arms fire, mortars and Rocket Propelled Grenades (RPGs). Two
Amtracs (B-20 amd B-29) were hit by RPG rounds and another (B-44) hit a 40-60 Ib.
antitank mine. Artillery and air strikes were called in (controlled by one of the Forward
Air Controllers/Artillery Observers (FAC/AO) supporting us on the Operation (call sign
Trail 63). Once the strikes had been completed, we med-evac'd the 3 Marines who had
been wounded by the enemy attack. At 1145 we spotted a uniformed NVA with a carbine
to the north across the open space in the tree line. We took good advantage of the HOW-
6's, with Combine Charlie 33 firing 7 rounds of 105mm direct fire. Then another airstrike
was called in.

The last airstrike is still a vivid memory. Although Leo Jamieson initially remembered it
as a Navy jet, he doesn't disagree that it could have been a Marine jet, which is what |
remember. He is certain it was an A-4E Skyhawk. When we set off the smoke grenade to
mark our position for the pilot, he said "You're pretty close, you better keep your heads
down." This pilot came in at treetop level to drop his load. We were so close we could
see the writing on his helmet. The noise at such close range was nearly deafening. My
recollection is that he came through with a second pass using his 20mm cannon to strafe
the area. This guy was amazing. He came in there without any knowledge as to the size
or capability of the enemy force and took it to them up close and personal.

About an hour had passed, it was 1245 and we had crossed the opening to sweep the
northern treeline that had been hit by the HOW-6 fire and airstrike. We found 2 NVA
KIA (one by small arms fire and one by the airstrike).[2] (I remember the one who



looked like he had been shot by the 20 mm cannon - he had a round hole above his heart
that was over an inch in diameter.) We recovered the following NVA equipment: 1 RPG
launcher, 1 RPG round, 1 AK-47 with 7 magazines, 2 ChiCom grenades, and various
other gear and documents.

After moving closer to the DMZ, we came across a new, but recently used rocket site.
The aiming stakes were set at an azimuth of 138 degrees - toward the Battalion CP. 3]
We stayed there long enough to destroy the sites and, thus, deny the enemy ready use of
the site for future attacks. Departing at 1355, we proceeded quickly north to the DMZ,
reaching Phase Line White, our Limit of Advance (LOA) at 1430 (based on 3rd Mar Div
message traffic). According to Leo Jamieson, common practice would have had us
stopping about 100 yards shy of the actual DMZ southern boundary line so as not to
accidentally enter the DMZ. From there, the OpPlan said we were to move in a
southwesterly direction along the DMZ boundary.

No mention of enemy contact is made (nor remembered) for the movement along the
DMZ. As we got closer to the western edge of the "desert" (the sand dunes that
comprised much of the coastal plain in our northern TAOR), the unit headed due south
towards Objective A (Hill 31, which later became the A-1 Strong Point). A long sand
dune ridge extended to the north from Hill 31 and marked the western edge of the desert.
To the west of the desert, the terrain had vegetation and was dotted with a few small
(abandoned) villages adjacent to "Jones Creek," the unnamed rivulet that ran from the
Ben Hai River (the actual border between North and South Vietnam) all the way south to
the Cua Viet River. It met the Cua Viet River at the village of Mai Xa Chanh (also known
as Mai Xa Thi). Jones Creek also marked the western boundary of our Battalion's TAOR
and the area west of Jones Creek was the TAOR for the 1st ARVN Division, who were
operating to our right flank as we headed south from the DMZ during Hickory II. It was
along this western series of dunes about a kilometer NNW of Hill 31 and 2 kilometers
south of the DMZ that our first major engagement with a large NVA force occurred, at
around 4pm on the first day of Hickory II . [4]

As the force headed south from An My, it came under heavy attack from the dune line to
the west. The tractor with the command elements (Leo Jamieson, along with two radio
operators and the tractor crew) had stopped, while the rest of the force pulled back, as
they came under RPG, mortar and small arms fire, unaware that the command tractor was
being left in front of friendly lines. [Leo Jamieson and | would really like to hear from
anyone who might remember why the command tractor stopped when we came under
attack. Perhaps it became disabled from a mine, mortar or recoilless rifle fire or maybe it
just had mechanical problems. If any of the crew of that tractor are out there reading
this, we'd like to hear from them.] We were taking heavy small arms, recoilless rife,
sniper and mortar fire from the ridge line to our right front (west southwest). We found
ourselves totally pinned down. We jumped off of the tractor and ran to the back, huddling
behind the engine for cover as we tried to establish communications with the rest of the
force and with the AO. There were 4 or 5 of us behind the tractor. Leo, myself, Sgt. John
C. "Butch" Yates, and someone who had a minor wound in his arm or shoulder (perhaps



one of the crewman). There could have been a fifth person, a Staff Sgt., with us as well.
Two feats of heroism kept our little group alive for the next 20-30 minutes.

"Butch" Yates had previously been the Communications Chief for "B" Co., but, after
joining "A" Co., he took on the role of a field radio operator for Hickory II, as part of the
leadership team on the command LVTP-5, handling communications with the Battalion
CP for Captain Jamieson. (I was the radio operator handling communications between
Leo and the platoons, as well as communications with the AO, gunships and fixed wing
air support). About 14 months after Hickory II, Butch Yates would be awarded the Navy
Cross and promotion to 2nd Lt. (posthumously) for his heroism in trying to rescue a
wounded crewman from a burning LVT. For his actions on the afternoon of July 14th,
however, Butch would be nominated for and awarded a Silver Star. His Silver Star
Citation provides excellent detail (a couple of corrections are made based on my
recollections):

SERGEANT JOHN CHARLES YATES
SILVER STAR MEDAL
CITATION:

Located at the end of this text.

Butch Yates' actions kept us alive until one of the HOW-6's got there about 20 minutes
into the attack.

The two HOW-6's accompanying "A" Co. on Hickory II comprised one section of the 3rd
Platoon of The First Armored Amphibian Tractor Co. Although this Company was part
of the 11th Marines, 3rd Platoon was OP-CON (under operational control) to the 12th
Marines, who were the artillery support for the 3rd Marine Division in northern Quang
Tri Province. They acquitted themselves extremely well during this Operation. In
addition to the support provided during the first contact on the morning of the 14th, the
HOW-6 section helped save the leadership team on the command LVT that afternoon.
According to the 1st Armored Amphibian Co.'s command chronology:

One section from the 3rd Platoon, located at the mouth of the Cua Viet River,
participated in Operation HICKORY 11, just south of the DMZ. The leading
element of Company A, 1st Amphibian Tractor Battalion, 3rd Marine Division
was hopelessly pinned down by heavy automatic fire from a ridge [line]... The
section proceeded to destroy the enemy emplacements which enabled A Company
to evacuate their wounded and seize the ridge line. We received one WIA who
was medevac'd and 4 WIA's. The section was credited with 4 confirmed KIA's



and 2 probable KIA's. The section chief has been recommended for the Silver Star
for his actions in the encounter....

One of the prettiest sights I've ever seen was that HOW-6 moving back and forth in front
of the ridge line destroying the NVA who had us trapped. Our helpless little group would
certainly have all been killed had it not been for the courageous actions of both Butch
Yates and the HOW-6 crew.

The lead command elements and the rest of the main force reconnected and were
assembling at the base of the sand dune to begin an assault on the ridge line when a
helicopter gunship (that I remember as being an Army chopper, Alley Cat 4, who was
just itching to join the fight) came over the radio and kept asking if he could make a
strafing run on a group of enemy that was in plain sight. He was so persistent that |
finally gave him the go ahead. He then proceeded to make a strafing run at us! Luckily,
he wasn't a very good shot. No one got hit. One of the two AQO's on station at that point in
the Operation (Trail 64 and 65) interceded and directed his actions after that. (The Alley
Cats were part of the Army's 282nd Assault Helicopter Company. They provided support
and resupply to the 1st ARVN Division and were called in to provide support to other
units throughout I Corps. The AO's were Forward Air Controllers (presumably, from the
Air Force 20th Tactical Air Support Squadron) flying the O-1 Cessna Bird Dog).

After the area was worked over by the gunship, 3 fixed wing airstrikes and some artillery
missions, we assaulted the ridge line and then thoroughly searched the undulating dune
complex to make sure there were no active enemy still hiding there. We ended the battle
with 25 NVA KIA (confirmed), 8 of these being confirmed by Alley Cat 4 (the 2nd
gunship was Roseann A/C, likely a C-47 equipped with high-speed 6,000 RPM mini-
guns). Two of our tractors had been damaged during the engagement, a P-5 hit a mine
and an R-1 got hit by mortar fire. We captured a 7SMM Recoilless Rifle with 2 rounds, a
light machine gun, 5 AK-47s with 12 magazines, 1 ChiCom carbine with bag of ammo,
and various documents and other gear. One interesting weapon captured was a sniper
rifle. It was bolt action with a scope and rather unusual looking. Leo Jamieson later was
told that it was of Czech manufacture. [While numerous documents were recovered from
enemy dead, Leo Jamieson says that a trove of documents discovered on one of the NVA
KIAs indicated that he was likely an NVA intelligence officer. This collection of
captured documents was quickly transported to Division Intelligence. ]

After med-evac of 16 (4 serious) of our 29 WIAs suffered during the encounter, evening
was upon us and we set up in defensive positions about a kilometer to the east in the
desert, providing us a view of both the dune ridge line and Hill 31 to the southwest.[5]



[If anyone reading this was a participant in the ground activities that first afternoon,
we'd appreciate their recollections.]

One of the 3 fixed wing airstrikes that afternoon was an Air Force jet. What was different
about the Air Force support vs. the Navy/Marine fixed wing support was their altitude.
The Air Force pilot was coming in so high for his bombing run (probably 10-12,000 feet)
that Captain Jamieson was afraid he would miss his target so badly that his load would
end up on us. You could barely make out this tiny silver dot way up in the sky. If it
wasn't for the sun reflecting off of the wings, you couldn't have seen him at all. Luckily
he didn't hit us (or the enemy either, for that matter) and, when he radioed back about
making a second run, Leo just responded, "No, that's all we need."

The Second Day

Out in the desert in the middle of the night, around 3:15 a.m., they opened up on us with
about 10 rounds of artillery from the DMZ. The NVA apparently had a Forward Observer
on Hill 31 who had watched us move into the desert that evening. A fire mission from
Combine Charlie (the rest of the 3rd Platoon of 1st Armored Amphib. Co that was still
emplaced at the Battalion CP) and a subsequent Naval Gun Fire mission at 4 a.m. quieted
the enemy artillery.

A couple hours later (around 6:15 a.m.) as we were moving southwest to begin the
assault on Hill 31, they opened up on us again with artillery from the DMZ. [6] A
different AO (Sacred Lima) controlled fire on the active artillery positions. At 7 a.m., we
spotted 4 NVA on Hill 31 and called in a fire mission to Combine Charlie. An hour later,
part of Co. "B" located on the beach between the two Giem Ha Trung villages started
taking incoming artillery from the DMZ. A 3rd gunship (Rainbelt 44) came on station,
firing on the active enemy artillery position and the same AO (Sacred Lima) adjusted
return artillery fire (from Potsville) on the enemy artillery positions.

At about the same time, around 8:30 a.m., we had begun our assault on Hill 31, first
sweeping the area where the 4 NVA had been spotted earlier, which had received the
prep fires from Combine Charlie. [7B] We found 9 NVA KIA, one body having been
booby trapped. We also captured 2 Soviet T-41 Anti-Tank mines, a ChiCom carbine and
a number of documents at this point. [10] After disarming the booby trap and AT mines,
it was about 9:30 before we could resume our assault to the top of Hill 31. [11] We
started taking incoming mortar fire from about 600-700 meters to the west-northwest and
sniper and small arms fire as we climbed the Hill. After fighting our way to the top, the
leadership group went to the edge of the western ridge and looked down at the village
below, and watched the NV A heading to the village south of their current position. We



took a few pot shots at them with small arms, which brought on more mortar fire and,
then, serious artillery fire from the north. (This was the point at which Lt. W. J. DiBello
got his free ticket home - a tiny piece of shrapnel in his arm got him his 3rd Purple
Heart.)

As we continued our assault through Hill 31, the incoming mortar, artillery and sniper
fire intensified. [12] We took some more serious casualties (our buddy Tom Nusbaumer,
along with the two brothers we lost that day, Spencer and Ritzchke) from the incoming
enemy fire. From about 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., the assault resulted in another 12 NVA KIA
and the capture of a Medium Machine Gun, 2 AT Mines, 27 Chi Com grenades and
assorted gear before securing Hill 31 (referred to as Objective A in the Op Orders for
Hickory II). After clearing the hill of enemy, we moved off of Hill 31 to the southeast to
allow room for numerous air and artillery strikes, which ran from about 2 p.m. to 5:15
p.m., and to tend to our 14 friendly WIAs. [13] (Leo Jamieson recalls the machine gun as
having black-spoked, hard rubber wheels.)

[If anyone reading this was a participant in the ground assault of Hill 31 that second
day, we'd appreciate their recollections.]

I was atop the command group tractor observing (through binoculars) the enemy in the
village about 700 meters to the west of our position (which was just south southeast of
Hill 31 on the desert's edge). Through my binoculars I could see a few NVA pushing or
pulling around an unusual looking wheeled gun, which could have been a heavy
machinegun, an antiaircraft weapon, or some time of small cannon. I remember thinking
we were at a safe enough distance from the enemy only to be nicked in the hand with a
bullet fragment after a round hit the command group tractor. Their snipers were good. In
any event, we didn't recover the wheeled weapon during our assault on the village that
evening, so my guess is that the peculiar-looking weapon was wheeled away by the NVA
prior to our assault.

The airstrikes were scheduled to run from 2pm to 5:15 pm. It was apparently during this
time that a chopper arrived to take Captain Jamieson to a pow-wow with the ARVN
leadership to plan the combined assault of the village of Nhi Thuong. Leo said that our
Battalion Commander, Lt. Col. A. R. Bowman, was at the meeting along with the
Marine Captain who was the Advisor for the 2nd Battalion, 2nd ARVN Regiment (Call
sign Nickle Wind Up). What he remembers most, though, was the ice cold can of Pepsi
they gave him. It really hit the spot after nearly two days of combat.

Around 3:30 that afternoon A Co.'s reserve platoon (4th Platoon) was called out to
resupply us, arriving towards the end of the series of airstrikes. They were then employed
to provide additional support for the joint ARVN/AmGrunt sweep through the village of
Nhi Thuong. This moved our strength back near the original 225 Marines, as well as 34
Amtracs, 2 more than we started out with. The ARVN unit was the 2nd Battalion, 2nd
Regiment, 1st ARVN Division, whose TAOR covered the area from Jones Creek west to
Route 1, and from the Cua Viet River to the DMZ ). They had a Marine Captain as their
advisor. When they showed up, many of the ARVNs had chickens strapped to their



backpacks. Around 6 pm we began the joint sweep. According to the oral history tapes,
with the addition of A Co.'s 4th Platoon, we had a total of 34 tractors on line. We started
moving forward toward the enemy and literally pushed the NVA out of their positions.
After progressing about 800 meters, the ARVNs (who were covering our left flank -
southeast of us) failed to keep pace with us and fell behind about 100 meters. Leo paused
the assault and reformed the line. We were within a grenade's throw of the village as we
resumed the assault, but, as the pace of enemy mortars, artillery and small arms fire
picked up, the ARVNs dropped out of the assault as evening fell and began running away
to the southeast. (The last view we had of them was of their backs with the chickens
attached. How appropriate!) We continued on, sweeping through Nhi Thuong, but, thanks
to the ARVNSs, there was ample opportunity for the NVA to escape our final thrust.
During the sweep through Nhi Thuong, we accounted for the final 6 NVA KIA and
captured 2 light Machine Guns, an AK-47 and 6 Chi Com grenades. We suffered an
additional 8 friendly WIA (non med-evac) during the assault, largely due to our exposed
flank. [14]

We then attended to our wounded, regrouped and started back to the Battalion CP at Cua
Viet. The final casualty in Hickory II occurred at the very end of the operation when B-
53 hit a mine at 11:55 pm on the way back to camp. They had made it almost all the way
home, hitting the mine on the beach barely 500 meters from the north shore of the river.

In addition to Butch Yates and the section chief from the HOW-6 section,then-Captain
Leo Jamieson was also recommended for the Silver Star for his outstanding performance
during Hickory II. The medals resulting from Hickory II were not limited to the
command group and HOW-6 section. Those who were truly on the ground -- the
company's line platoons -- faced some serious action. Another example of the
brotherhood of the AmGrunts is Richie Haeg, who like so many others put himself in the
line of fire to save his brothers. His Bronze Star citation appears below.

CORPORAL RICHARD AUSTIN HAEG
BRONZE STAR MEDAL
CITATION:

Located at the end of this text.



[If others have copies of award citations earned during Hickory II, we would love to
include these in this history of the operation. Please contact me (Hugh Connelly) in the
Forum section of this web site. ]

Some time after the Operation, Captain Jamieson was told that we were facing an entire
NVA regiment during Hickory II. The intelligence reports included in the Operation
Order (#39-67) for Hickory II indicated that the 31st Regiment of the 341st NVA
Division (with an estimated strength of 1,620 men) was probably operating in the general
area of grids 2382. The order also noted that recent reinfiltration of NVA units from the
DMZ had brought their force levels in the areas around Con Thien and Gio Linh up to
between 3 and 4 Regular NVA Regiments. The Battalion Command Chronology lists
several relevant intelligence reports covering enemy troop movements in the area in the
days leading up to Hickory II:

July 1: Received agent report from Coastal Group II with B-2 rating that 1 VC
Bn moved from Thuy Khe to vic (YD 270726), (YD 270720) and (YD 260749).
Mortar base located at vic (YD 262736) and (YD 265726.) Mission to attack Gio
Linh Sub Sector HQ.

July 2: Agent intelligence report rated C-3 by Coastal Group II that 500 rds of
140 MM rockets and 1000 rds of 82 MM mortar was moved across the Ben Hai
river to vic (YD 259758). In 2 or 3 days civilians will be used to move it to Quang
Tri Province.

Agent intelligence report. No rating. 1 VC Bn located at vic (YD 272720,
YD 275725, and YD 273726) and the Gio Linh Sub Sector was under attack.

July 7: Elmore Raids 7 India (Quang Tri HQ) passed agent report number one
that one NVA Bn spread out along (YD 250750), (YD 260756), (YD 268715),
(YD 278721). Rated B-2. Report number two, one NVA Bn moved from (YD

236766) to (YD 257751). Mission unknown. C-2 rating.

July 10: Received reports from Coastal Group II with C-1 rating that 2 NVA Bn
located at vic (YD 253733, YD 260742, YD 287705 and YD 273697). Also 1 VC
Co. located at vic (YD 283706 and YD 281711) mission unknown, type weapons
unknown.

Intelligence report from Quang Tri Advisor that 1 NVA Bn located vic
(YD 255750, YD 275705, YD 270730). Mission to mortar Gio Linh sub sector
and possible Cua Viet Port Facility. B-2 rating.

Years later, at the 2002 AmGrunt Reunion, Lt. Col. Jamieson would hear from Marine
General Wiese (of those "Magnificent Bastards" fame) that an NVA officer had disclosed
that the area near Hill 31 and Jones Creek was home to a vast 3-story underground complex
that provided a ready means by which outgunned NVA forces could suddenly "disappear."



Sources: (USMC Historical Division, Archives Section Vietham CDs)

Ist Amtracs Command Chronology, July 1967 BVNCD-009,

Ist Armored Amphibian Tractor Co. Command Chronology, July 1967 - VNCD-
OpFiles - Operation Hickory II, VNCD-064

3rd MarDiv Command Chronology July 1967- VNCD-028 and 029

3rd MarDiv Unit Journal July 1967- VNCD-029

Conversations with Lt. Col. Leo R. Jamieson, USMC Ret., Lt. Col. Poindexter M.

Johnson, USMC Ret., former Cpl. Richard A. Haeg, former Cpl. Nicholas Bianchi, Cpl.

Thomas W. Nusbaumer, USMC Ret., and former Sgt. T.J. Smith

Summarized from source materials by Hugh Connelly.
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UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS
HEADQUARTERS, FLEET MARINE FORCE, PACIFIC
FPO, SAN FRANCISCO 96610

In the name of the President of the United States, the Commanding General, Fleet Marine
Force, Pacific takes pleasure in presenting the SILVER STAR MEDAL to

SERGEANT JOHN CHARLES YATES
UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS
for service as set forth in the following
CITATION

"For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity in action while serving as a Radio Operator
with Company A, First Amphibian Tractor Battalion, Third Marine Division in
connection with operations against insurgent communist (Viet Cong) forces in the
Republic of Vietnam. On 14 July 1967 during Operation Hickory II, Company A was
advancing toward Hill 31 in Quang Tri Province when it came under intense enemy small
arms, mortar and recoilless rifle fire from enemy positions in a tree line [ed. Note: it was
a ridgeline on a sand dune, not a tree line] only thirty meters to its front. Under the
initial barrage of enemy fire, Sergeant YATES and the command group were forced to
disembark their amphibian tractor and move to a covered position. As enemy fire
increased, the company moved back leaving the command tractor in front of company
lines. Realizing the seriousness of the situation, Sergeant YATES gave his radio to a
companion and, braving heavy machine gun fire, ran twenty meters to the damaged
command tractor. With complete disregard for his own safety, he fearlessly climbed to
the top of the vehicle and manned the machine gun. Subsequently forced to abandon his
position because of the intense enemy fire, Sergeant Yates threw a 60 mm mortar tube to
the ground, obtained four boxes of ammunition and disembarked the beleaguered vehicle.
Retrieving the mortar, he returned across the exposed area to his former position, held the
weapon in his bare hands and commenced to direct accurate suppressive fire against the
enemy. When the mortar became hot, he wrapped a cloth around it [ed. Note: the cloth
was actually the green towel from around his neck] and continued to fire at the enemy,
pinning them down until their positions were destroyed by an air strike.

His daring actions in the face of extreme danger inspired all who observed him and were
instrumental in saving many Marines from death or serious injury. By his courage, bold
initiative and selfless devotion to duty, Sergeant YATES upheld the highest traditions of
the Marine Corps and of the United States Naval Service."

FOR THE PRESIDENT
V. H. KRULAK

LIEUTENANT GENERAL, U. S. MARINE CORPS
COMMANDING



UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS
HEADQUARTERS, FLEET MARINE FORCE, PACIFIC
FPO, SAN FRANCISCO 96610

In the name of the President of the United States, the Commanding General, Fleet Marine
Force, Pacific takes pleasure in presenting the BRONZE STAR MEDAL to

CORPORAL RICHARD AUSTIN HAEG
UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS
for service as set forth in the following
CITATION:

"For heroic achievement in connection with operations against the enemy in the Republic
of Vietnam while serving as a Grenadier with Company A, First Amphibian Tractor
Battalion, Third Marine Division. On 14 July 1967, during Operation Hickory II,
Corporal HAEG's squad was temporarily pinned down by intense enemy automatic
weapons fire while conduction a search and clear mission south of Hill 31. In the initial
moments of the fire fight, his unit sustained several casualties. Realizing the seriousness
of the situation, Corporal HEAG unhesitatingly exposed himself to the heavy volume of
fire and delivered effective M-79 grenade fire against the enemy positions to cover the
evacuation of one of the casualties. Then, continuing to disregard his own safety, he
repeatedly maneuvered across the fire-swept terrain to assist other wounded Marines to
positions of relative safety and supervise their evacuation. His heroic and timely actions
in the face of extreme personal danger were an inspiration to all who observed him and
saved the lives of several Marines. Corporal HEAG's courage, bold initiative and selfless
devotion to duty were in keeping with the highest tradition of the Marine Corps and of
the United States Naval Service

Corporal HAEG is authorized to wear the Combat "V"
FOR THE PRESIDENT
V. H. KRULAK

LIEUTENANT GENERAL, U. S. MARINE CORPS
COMMANDING
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g . g 1 L0001l Wournal opened.’
] ; ) _ |
E i 2 [Lhos3o S Co roving patrol returned o GP, Megative contact. ar
i. 1 : ) ' :
{ i' 3 {1leA0D o 145 patrol/ambush north returned to GCF, Hegstive ecortact. S
5&5}45! 1 'llhDBhS f'Elements of 1st AnTrac Bn departed CP in eonncetion with Operation Hickery IT. Sy
T 5 10 Tlementa of Co "AY made contaet with unknown size snemy fores vie (TD 2287k,
: Enewy Fived S4F, mortars, and rockets. 1 LIT {B~20) bit by rocket fire. L T
: (B-ils) detemsted S0 o 60 1b mine, pressurs type. Arty and alrstrikes called and
5 . eontrolled by A0 {Trail 63) 3 ¥IA. 3 IED-CVAC,
S & EII.L.'I.L‘.LLS Flemente of Co "A" sighted 1 RTA wearing kakl wniform and carrving carbing in tres
E Yire, 2alled in airetrilkes. Cowbine Charlie 33 fired 7 rds 10F Wi direct fire.
. feaulty unknown at this time, : '
:':LECM:} 7 [1hiz00 f2-2 disseminated the challengs and password. 3T
12h5 8 l1012L8 [Glements of Co "AY fownd 1 WA RTA(codf) by &#F wic {5 27575L). 1 IVA KIA {conf)
; i by airstrikes vie (YD 278754), M¥VA equipmeni recovered, 1. rocket lawncher, 1 RFG
i I round, 1 8E-i7, 2 ChiCom gremades, 1 canieen, T M{-h?f‘&ésarﬁed documents and
: . propaganda material. _ : EHAT
EBBS 9 Illll355 Elements of 0o ™" found enemy rocket site. Poeltions consistedof & reckets |
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5-2/3 Section
lst jmpnibien Traceor Bo
I OCUIH July 1967

to
JOUHIAL 1 ZiooH July 1947

I %L raak

__Time

Tl

4ERH

Incidents, Measasges
Crdera, ete.

Action
Taloaen

. {26Ls

12100

]

E_EGG

3 00

D} 00
2L

10

AL YENLY

k2000
27100

12100

L2
L2010

Launching sites with bawboo atning stakes at aemuth of 138 degrees, alss found
Deatroyed sites,

Sa A (=) on search and destroy mizsion with attached wnits of Co 8 (-),=lements
of &S @o ard 2 LV1I=5 Lrom lst Armored AmTrac Co in dirset firce support role,
HEaceived beavy smell srma five and sporedic mortar, recolless rifle and solper
fire. 1 LVT hit mdwe, 1 IVTHR-1 hit by mortat. Salled in 3 {fdwmed wing airstrikes
controlled Yy AQ's {Trail 8k and 5) and guuships (Alley Cat ) and Reseann A/C).

| Combine Charlie indirect firez controlled by 40, Uhen enemy fire deaszed Cp "AM

with attached wnits contineed advance feo videge lime wic (¥0 2EETLG). 17 enemy
T4 (conf) ples § additional confirmed by Alley Cat gunshipm. lnemy eguipment
gaptured: 1 75 BEM BRE with 2 rda, 5 AK«lL? with 12 magazines, 1 boli action rifle
with sniper scepe, 12 ChiCorl grenades, I 1ieht machinesun, 1 Chifom carbdne with
tog of armn and assorted TB2 pear and decumerts, 27 frdiendly WIA, 16 Mod-Evaco.

5 serigus, 13 Non Med-Bwvac,

IS Co patral/amimskh departed GF,

Co "A" roving petrol departed CF,

citlep received fron the companies,

SitRep te 3d Mar Div,

SUMMARY OF PERIODS ACTIGW: Co "A" (-) as infantry in Operation ltickery IT sup-
poried by Co “EY (-3 15t Amphibien Tadoctor Bn,{-) and slemente of [®5 Co lat
Ampbibian Tracter Bn. 26 LVTP-F and 1 IFTR-1L Qo "EM D/8 Co & (-}, 1 I¥TP-5 and
and 2 LVTE«l 45 Co LD/E Co wAM (-], 2 L¥VTH-5 frem 1sh Armored &mtrec Co ettached

in direct fire sopwort rele with CGo "A" (-}, EBn contimies to rm day and night
vatrels. sand arbushes in Tﬁﬂ:_—t.

§ fighting heles and L contrel heles, 1 carryring bag. Wew siies tut have beou usdd,

0
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§#42/3 Secticn
HhﬂuﬁUﬁnTuiE

15t Am;hibisn Tractor Battalion (hedin)

3 I-Iar:i.ne Division (Rein), FHF
PPO, San Franciaco, Lalifurnla QLE02

15 o001H July 1967
i
15 2L00H Tl - _]&Eﬂ

Results wnlmos s time, Jrnl i,

.. ....—"ll'-—"--:-—.'- g

s from potgwille en-active 331;1119“1? position.

i
L

factmn | .

Tine L
T : f Taken
- : j | | | Bpaped
| In | out|serisl: DIG | Incidents, Messzgos, | §-Sty
© | iaker Ordera, ehd. F-F il
i ! P-Trys
i I
N i | %
{0001 1 {15000EF {dournal opened. i 8F
Pl 2 150205 0 3N post #F and Combine Charlie watch tower obeerved largs fira on beach vie oM
{324,719), Sulft Boat precesded to location. Twe exnlosions nhqervpd by Conbine |
Charlie towser wzieh, -Canse of expilesiosn unkmesm, :
0323- 3 150323 [Ca *aM with attached wmite in vie (¥ 278737) received 10 rd's artillery from ' i
o azimath of 350 degress, possible 120 mm or 122 mm, Oalled Combine Charlie and '
request Waval Guofire Be fired az suporession fire. Adviged Parkpraen 22, dJrml .
B 2 | - i |
0500 Iy 150500 '[gc, AN woving patrel returned to CP. Hegative mnta;t. SF ‘
, b ' ' .
QEGD 5 150600 | MeS Co patrol/ambush south retwrned to P, Hegabive contact. ! 8F
nalE & 1150615 §Co "AD (o) with attached ﬁniﬁs reving in vie (ED 279732) reemived unk no of artilil. AvE
. . Iery rd's from G5 (YD 2485 apd YD 2333}, L&, O.{SA&6r8&0 Lima) controlled fire on
! © | actlve ariillery position vie (YD 257821) resulbs wnk. Jrnl #30., i
' N . ! . .
sl | 7 150715 j Co "B" wie (YD 280740) oboerved b YA vie (YD 268732) called fire misslon o S
! " - Combine Charlie, _t}nga:l. Coverage on target, Hesulds unknewn at this tims. Jrnl
: i’é"ﬂ?. :
N 1
QiLs i} t 15'3515I Co "B vic {1'1) 318?25 ) received long range artillery fire from unk ensmy position, SHF
- 1| . ‘Gunship on station (Rainbelt Lli). 40 {(Sacred Lima) on station aﬁauatmg artillery :
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3=4/3 Section

{st ﬁn@h1h1an Tractor En
15 0431H Jul? l?é? i

. . to
.Z.'JJIJPRH ' i . : 16 20000 Tnlw 1‘:‘

Vi

- e o

© L fSericl

BTG

- Ingidents, ?Tcss?agbs ’
dedsTa, ehe,

Taken

1000

Jgus

0930

Oty (Hum e

g
1o
11

1z

13

L1

150330

150530

1E200G

151200
151550

151505

asaorted 7AZ2 gear.

Do WAY with atteched aritg swent area, prep flres by Combine Sharlie. Found

? freshiy KIA BV, L body booby trapped. Faxplosive device yemoved oy demoliticy

personnel, “Fomd 2 Sowiet T-Ll AT mines, 1 Chi Com Carbine. AT Mine disarmed.
Jrnl #b5. '

Co "A" elemwents vic (YD 26873L) received mortar fire from vic (I0 263732) while
laking W1i.31. Pire mission called bg Combine Charlie. AC {Trail &9} on
staticn sdjusting lire ¢n aclive mortar pesitien., Sniper and WWA awving iate

'village vic {0 265T72T) sniver fire and other small arms suppressed,

Co "AM rith atbsched vnits vic (YD 25??32) gecured cb;ective A. 12 NTA KIA
(Conf) captured 27 Chi Com Grenades, 1 AK-LY, 1 Medinm MG, 2 AT mines, plus

.

5-2 diSEEanatad the challenge and password.

“Op MM with attached wnits from 151100 ta ISJEhGH vig fYB PEETLEY and (ID 273728

rioved threvgh cbjeotive A while recsiving omall arme fire and sporadic mortar

“and artillery fire, - While on objective dontlmumed to-recelved mortar fire from
unknown eneny position Nerth of MA,position. Called airstrikes and ardillery hn1£~
- direst fire frem attached Combine Charlie Tnits, Moved off of objective to desest’

to allaw room for airstrikes and artillery, 1L fricndly WIA's from artillery
from inglde D¥Z. Heavy alrstrdkes ealied in area to be attacked from lSthO to
1517150, Jrul #hh, .

Co “iﬂ with attached'units and 24 ARVIS Bn on left flank erossed LOD to Eouthwest

from (10 271732) to (D 274727). Co A" advanced shreast with 24 ARVE for ap-

 prowimetely 300 mebers. Ca VAN, {-1 encountoped SAF and Machine Gun [ire. b .
WL Kix (Conf) captured 2 iight Machine Zuns, 1 #K-L47, & Chi Gom Grenades. Co "
(~) had 3 WIA's ¥on Med-Evec. ARV on léft £lank could not advance and Co uan (1

ard attached nnita pulled hack 190 metera to straighien line, Ihe to darkness
and irmipent heavy Bi‘t-lll mWMHw
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_ . . . . Coel e o S 1at fnghibian Troctor Pno
' ' 15 OUOLH July 1947 .

. . ) , +.0 . ..
i — . .  JIUERA, . L 15 RLOCH Twlgr 1867 .
Time  lgexdal 1 o  Inciderts, Messuges , . | et fon)
. joue Nwmer | MG o L. . Crders, ste. : . | : Taken
1500 | 15 151?:50-—!—1&9 Co.petroi/aiush soith departed CP. , e ' 57
{2100 16 1152100 | Sitiep received from the companies, . - | , S aF . I
* Not ot Map 2355 | - 17 1152355 | 0o "B INT {B-53) returning frem UICKORY IT Gperition hit unknown type minsfwlc |8V,
g ' a (1D 334706}, mine eatimated 4D to 50 lks. Undetermined damepe te vehicle. 1
E . JHEMC WEA (Hon bIgacl*T_*hrac_J. - . _
ks 20 | 18 152400 | SitRep fo 34 Mer Div, : : _ . - _ SF
{.ﬂ . g1 . " . . . i ) - ] . . .
b 2u00 | . 13 | 1E2h00 | SMILRT OF PIRIOCTS ACTION: Elermerts of lst AmPrac Bn coplipued r::pna:r:aft.u.ons SHR L
q ‘ . ' HICECRE II. On contimies fo run dey and night patrols atwl sw'masheas in TLR.
H N ) . . . A ..
g Jemrnal closed. l
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- 1ist pog-hibisn Tractor Bc.t.t..lim {Rem]
Ad Marine Division (Rein},
FFQ, Han Frencdsco, Eal:.for-m.a CaA02
. 14 OOMH July . 1967
P A .
16 W00 Toly L6

JEIAISSV.IHA

T rine B t _ & hetden
S = t Taken ¢
E - . ) Wldaps
In | Dut SErinll IT: Incidxmta, Mesasges, ' . j BBl
" Faumbers Orders, ebe, R
! : T-lrps
- H } : — - — ! adoinm o
Q001 'Ll 180000 [ Journal openad. ; oF
0500 2 160500 [ HES Co patrol/embush south returned to CF. Hegative contack, _ . © BF
. DSDU 3 160800 AT Co roving patrol returnsd to CF, I'Eegn_tim'e comtact, e L
J08oo L 150400 § Informnal relief of command conducted, I8Col 4, B. BEOWM relieved as Bn CD. : BTF
- ;I-La;] &, C. RISHEL new Bn OO, . . , _ b {
V120 5 |161200 {5-2 disseminated tas challenge md password, : _ B ; ST
2O & 'J.E;EOUU. BN Do patyol/smbash Nerth departed CF, : - , EF ‘
2000 7 1182000 § TA" Co reving patrel departed CP._ . . ::-S'F ,
21001 & | 152100 | SitRep received from the companies, . : SF :
2105{ 21o0] ¢ | 162100 | HES Co watrol/edbush South departed CP. ’ ' _ % SF '
ol onog w0 182ke0 | sithep to 34 Mar Div, : : j SF
] _
1 1 . i-
s | 11 ig2hon 1 “I:]IJF.{MH OF PERIOD'S ACTION: MNih Flat Co MEY 5th AmTrac En released from D/S of S
: : 2d AN Hegt. Bn.contimes to ron day and night patrels and ambushes in Talik, ! ]
¥ : ]‘ ’ ’ . i g
-i' [ S { Journal closed. '
a i 3 ’ ’ . -~ . - . e ¥ kil _..!_,...“_.,....-... o
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Iy -
141430
141430 -
111430
141730

T3

T4

5

L&

Se M. MARCART to ':m Marina Diviston (fwad) CRCE, |

X L . b -

L pP——a—n am

-] SEOTETCY :
1=t zam‘“raa:Bn, 24 La_l}if.
13 24007 JUL 1967
iy .
JotggI_AL 14 24001 JOL 1987
R oSy S S
CTacidents, Mess AIEy Ja8 P TOn
FHINY Urders, =t, Ry A
e e e e o e e e e e e R R
140001 Journal opened. g
140800 | CPL W. F. SCHUPAY and one (1} other enlisted drepped transferred
to CCHUS, . S
1A11e0 | CFL P. Jo ICLIH"L“HDREHI Wihs ReceiVEd-slirhpnel wonnda on right leg
' - Yoand fractursd yight sym from on snemy wmlosivd device, while
partmi‘pe.ting in an pperatden sgamat hnstﬂe forcea in the Cua
Viet areg. Ted Evaced to USE Repose., =~ 3
141340 IGpl 5. GRESSHILL ﬂIA:_ Reveived ghraphel woundd in right log and |
. erm, 5130 in laft arm and hand from an enemy explosive deviee, :
vhile partleipating in ah operatlon egilhst heatile forcea in the
- Ous ¥iet area. Med Ivecad to USS Repose, 3.
L4100 85GT 5. M. MAKUARI WIA: Beceived ghrapnel wounds on left shmﬂ-ii:er,
. left pom and zight hand fractured from ac eremy explosive devies,
vhile perticipating iR ah operaklon azalfist hoatlle fcrﬁea in ths _
Gus Tiet sven, Med Eveosd te UHS Heposa, -
141730 Y Celiesd in ogguaity rapnrta ot By J. MMTH S. CREZINITLL,
1 _ 5

e
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lat AaTrecBn, 34 kprDiv,
13 2400i JUL 1967

L £y .
JOTATIAT, . - Lizgooir I 1967

G U L L N Sk F e o ——— T W o dek W] e e Ly

SR AT

EIAISSYIDEd

142330

142530

142330

142330

142330

ouT

T

1.78 141&{:{1

80 | 141600

B T T T B R i T I P I

7 1141600

- 19 | 141600

Inr*:.dents, lMosnnzes,
L'I'ﬂ....rﬂ, ET-‘J-._.

Page fourteen (14} of journgl {:ﬂntinmd.

LCpl J. I. WALTOW WIL: Heceived shripnel wmmrls on teft forearm .
"from an enemy explosive device; while partiecipating in an opera-
tiop against hostile forces in the Gua Viet area. Treated in
field and retm:'neﬁ tg duty.

icpl 0. B. BADIE Wlas ‘Reﬁa:.\red. al‘mapnel wounds on left ha.nd from
an enamy gzpleslve device, whils participating dn sn eperation
against hostile forces in the Cus Viet area., Treatsd in fiE'.L-:l
and ramrnmd 'FJE duty.

wpl Je W EM’ WIAE Recewad shrapn.al wm:_nﬁs o rlght arm from
an anemy explesive device, while participating in el operatien
againat hostile forees in the Cus Viet areas. Med Evaced to USS
Raposs,

PR S, 4, STEVENS WIA: Reveived shrapnel wounds on left shoulder
From an ensmy explosive device, while perticipating .in an opera-— |

tion againgt hogtile férces in the Cua Viet ares. WTreated in

o

field and returned to dnty. -

PFC D, A, CTARFRANI WI4: Received bullet weund on right arin A8 a'
result of sniper fire, while periielpefing in an operztich agalhs
hogtils Forcea ine the Cua Viet aswea. MNed Evaced to USS Repose.
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S-1 SEUATCH

1ot kaTresBn, 32 lizrDiv.

13 24005
' ho I

JCHRMAT, . N JUL 196?

A 2i001

I g .
1:};?330' - 82
142330 33:'.

142320 B4
1233 | | 85
142300 85

BTG

141600

141600

141600

¥ 141600

x=n

-r

T L LT T ST R R T

PG R. A HEYER WIi:

| Mad Evaced to USS Repose,

PIIE T 1L EIQIHG WAL :
leg as & result of padper fire, while participating in an operatich

- A L (L, L . L R - R Aok 8L ke e o -

Tweidents, Mesaages, ]
Crders, ete, a o : '

e e W R IR R AE L dimm A mmm— s = mmm ey s s o Em s = s

Page fourteen {14) a: of journsl continued.

Recaived shrapnal -\-rm:.rn:l in right leg from an
enely explosive devlepe, while partidipating in an operalion sgainaf
hogtile forces in the Jua Viel arew. Had_ Braced to US5 Reposae,

L8pl T, 4. GREMZEL WIh: Reoelved shrapnel wousda ed face and
uppel bedy frdn an eheny explosive deviee, while purticipating in
an operstion sgainst hestlle fexces 1n the Cua Viet area, Hed..
Evaned to TS5 Egppse.

ST 3. J. WRGO Jr, wla: Revelved shirapnsl wounds on left thub
Lrom an epamy eXplogive device, whlle participating in an opera-
tion ageinst hostile forces in the Cus Viet =area. Traated in :
fi&llfl. atid Teturned to duty. _ . !

Lﬂpl B. D TDDLE. WLAs Ee-c:eived m.'ultipula shrapnel wounds in face
and upper. body ahd tullet wound in left ehoulder while participat-
ing in an cperatiop against hoptile forces in tha Cus Wiet ares.

Recaived Wallst iteund throvgh right and leftl

againat bostile [orcea :LH. the Cus Vigt area, dod Bvaced to Uss
me' o mem . e _n_'i.“__..____..___..,_.-_.._-._.._-
Page LD af Sy ___pages :
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JOTRMAL .

e SELL
s IT"“E_'E SRy o
_._‘—LH__.._-.H.?_EF.T.._,_ JUNRPY.
142300 o1 | 242600
150800 . § A5 .I_15c:_aau
aa . 152400
- i

et o cihae m q m——n mad mae s

Fage formtesn (14) B nf Jomnal oonfinued,

Irnidenis, Moesages, Jacriow

. ;...-_._.;.-....‘ e . m p e B L] e g e = = e p = e e emeE W

§-1 S.U0TCH - _
ist AnfracDo, 3¢ HarDiv.
1724008 JUL 1957
ta - _
14240000 JUL 1967

Ordozsy ote, T |

3207 P, N. GARSWELL WIAs

arme, legs and upper part of body from an enemy explosive deviee,
while engaged in sotlon againet hostile farces in the Cua Vit arad.

CRCO,

Med Evaved to UES Repose, . 3
Cul lad in casuslty reports off mumbera. TT*EFE to 3 ha:r.‘l.na I?ivi.amn
&
5

T Journal olcaed,

Pare

[ AP ——

1o

a

-ae- - 1--4——_ B . T T I B T LU - T T T RT W Syt A ——

Becelved multipe shrapnel wounds oan fooe i
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g-), BECUTON

-5 07] |
T e
IR 15U I
90
a9
L 150830 92
150630 o4
150830 | 95 .
150830 96
150830 97

gt

150800
141645

141700

141645
141645

141645

150001 ©

14 24007 JUL 1967
' ' ko T
" JOURLAT, 15 24000 JUL 1967
ey e o v e etV
Incldenta, lieesag B3, _ ) AQTTON
uriers, ote, . : R (Y4
o ot 1 mm 2om ot £ vt smtm e m o e e e
Jeurnal cpensi. -
CFL L. A, SWIDER drepped tranaferred to GONUS, . 8
SSGT L. L. SHERRILL WIA: Recsived shrapnel wounds on right elbow
Irom so eneny explosive device, while engaged in setion ageinst
hostile forceg in the Dong Ha ares. Treatsd in field snd returned
to duty, - . 3
Hf d. G, KBLLY WIs:; Received guashot wound in right leg snd baok,
vhile engaged in sotion aga.inst- hootile forces ih the Deng Ho ares..
Med Evrgoed to D-led, | 8
. )
. _ i . |'
ICyl L. P. MWHHREH WIAr ZRecelved shrapnel wounds in acee from =n - |
- eneny explozive device, while angaged in zetden pgainst hostile : :
[ forces ip the Dong Ha aves. Treated in field a.mi returned £o du-t.sr, g
Lp: J. M. PLYER WIAr Eeceived ghrapnel wounds in left axm from
L an enemy explesive device, while engaged in gotion against hnstn.la% -
forces in the Dong Ha area. Treateﬁ in field and returned to du't:."; (3]
FFC R. (2 CEQIFIERE Jr. WIA1 Received ahraprsi wounds in back and
burng on arm fran en eneny explosive devios while engeged in actlo
gcaingt hoatlle forcga in the Dong Ha aren, fHreated in field and
ram'e-:ﬂ. o dubye ... e - ' 8

[ —

— e —— e et

Pa,__,e 5 of raged

1ok AwTrecBr, %4 HarDiv,
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150830

| 150830

150830

150830

1

151415

151200

.99

SeflTAL

FB@m]

98

100

11

102

103

141645

} 141685

141645

|Page fiftesn (15) of jowrnal continued,

“B—-1 H.C9TCH
1st imfraesSn 5!1 Im.]‘iﬂlv.
14 2008 J 1
_ ' i T
JOURNAL . 15 »a00% JUL 1961'_‘
Irm**.lu:l.‘ts, liE"EI...f;*"EE!, N ) JLOTTCH
Grdere, ets, . - : " I A

FEG J, G. ERﬂJﬁY T;JLE.: Received shrapnel wounds dn right leg f’rnm sl
enany explosive davise, vhile ongsged in action against hostile ¥

forces in the Dong Ha ares.

Trasted in field aod vetwrned 10 dutye| S

PR R, B, LYOHS WIAr

sult of aniper fire, whilae engaged in sotion agﬁinat hoatile fm:'ﬂas

in the Dong Ha. area.

Received bullet wound in 1leff knea az & xéw-

Med Evaced to DeMed,

Jhoatile farces in the I)ung He gres.

TRC Ly

[ Guard cs.rriaxi oesual By re_purta on mmhera 92-1'51 to 3rr1 Maring

FR: T, T. G. TOMRT Jr, WLk
from an enemy explosive desvice, while engaged in sstion ageinst
Treated in field and returned
to duty.

Ae TERNY WIir Reoeived bullet wound in left leg pa o roaul b
of aniper fire, while engeged in setion againet heoatile forces in

Eecsélviad shranial woun.ia gn forahead |’

the Dong Fa eres. WMol Bvooed to D-ied.

Division (fwd) GRCC.

CFL Gy T, HITOHENS WIhs HReceived shrapnel wuunﬂs iR leaft 5hnu1dar
ardd avin from ah anemy exploslve devioa, while participating in an

eperation agoinst hogtile forces in the Doag Fa ares,

—— —im 4 i ———
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IN onT
| 193425
151435
151500
15%103
152100

smIaL| .
JUTZENT] i
104 | 141600
105  §151000

- 1::_n§ 151500
107 {151500
106 1141645
109 | 141645

Frre 150

m{:i‘ ;?g pages

- 1=t Euu"'ra::ﬁ_L, 3d TimDiv.
14 2400z - JOL 1967
' b I
JOTRAAL . 15 2400 JUL 1967
I o o - ——— P R T p— ._._,.h._._r_.____'__..
Incidenta, Ine.ssrk es, PACTTON
Crdora, ots, "R
Page fiftaan (15] {aJ of journal contimued, 3
FPFG H. D. HDRLEY WLAL Raceﬂad ahrapnel wounds in hack from gn
snsmy axplopive device, while participoting in an oparetion agzinet
hos¥ile forceg in the ﬂong Ha aréess - Med Fvaced to UGS Repoge. 5
10pl. Ry A. RANES WEA: Received tulled wound in the neck frem mn
enamy sniper fire while engaged in sctilon sgeinst hestlle foroes in
the Dong Ha ares, Mad Evaced to USS Repo=e. a-
€alled ik cacuslty repact on LOpl R.A. RANES.amd guard csrried re- |
tote on Ga Ds EIE'EEEHS snd B, D, BURLEY to 3d Marine Bivisicn |
fwd) CROC. - . B
' !
Major A. C. RISHEL repcried for duty. - . . B
1 PR J, H. SFENCER KIAr Heteived bullet wound 4in head, ﬁhile 'r
engeged in aotion sgainet hoatile forcen during nparation Hickory ;
I 4n the Guang Tri Province, .-
FRG P, W, NUSBAUIMEH Wihr Recaiveﬂ. shrzpnel wounds in both lezs,
buttocks and apputation ¢f left leg from zo enemy mocrtar attack,
while engaged in setion against hostile forces in Operation Hickory
II in the daang Tri Prwime. Ved Bvaoed to 1SS Reposdy _ e
} . L
e — I p— e -l __.-_-.,-_---—--—-lr——_-—-. - ’
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COMFTDOITTAL:

81 BATWTLH

EIAISSYIDEd

i

FETIE o i

152100

.151330 .
151530

151530

cur

] 152230

e e ]

SERTAL

HD3EH

110

111
112

113
114

15

m—rsr

Te .

151100

152230

151600

151000

. 151000

151000

. |Pege fiftesn {15) {b) caf journel contimed,

lhortile forces during apemtiun Hickory 11,

‘Jard arm from an enemy explesive device, while participeting in en.

Tot hafrecTe, 34 tesDiv.
: - . 1¢ 24004 I 1967
) - £ .
g_f:g@_x;a; 15724000 JUL 1967
Inmr]f,ntﬂ, IiEEBa,,ae _ _ ACTICH
Drﬁﬂrq, ote, J . - S URERY

arit dwaring an ensmy mortare attsck while engaged in acticm against

ICatled in casuslty repurta on J. H. SPERCER, T. W, I-T[FSBJ;UI"IEIR, and
Dy ‘A« RITZCHKE to 34 Marine I!ivision {fwd) GRCC,

Becelved Award of Gold Ster in liew of ssocnd Purple Hourt Medel,

PFC D. A+ RITZCHKE ¥[&t Received shrapnel wounds in head and right]

fﬂf_t e, E, GWE} T. L. HFERZER and G, 3. t‘IIiLEHII

SOT G, B, SIITH VI&: Received shrapnsl vounds on bridge of mose )
1
againgt hostile foreea in the Gua Viet ares, 'Irested in Fisld and i
returned to duty. ' ]
|

Lipl W. L. THIPFLETT WIAr Heceived chraprel wounds on right hand

cperation againgt hostile forces .in the Cus Viet a.'r:ea. Traa’sad at

BiS mnd returned te duty.

PEC H. L. HI]HI‘-‘.S WIA,
from an enemy exploslve devics, while pax blﬂlgatiﬂ@ in gh pperation

 sgainet hogtile forces in the the Cus Viet areg.
Page_ 136 of 8/  pages

from an enemy explosive device, whils participsting in an operationd

Recedved ghrapnel wounds on tight hand and 2rm

Traatad in f:r,eld and [ &
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_ : : ' R S ' §-1 ST |
. : . _ _ Lst MnTruchn, 3d laxDiv,
14 24008 JUL 3967

. : b
JORMAL . _ o egonr . I 15_;5’;
- e S
e oy SERLELE _ . ~ Teeidenis, rcsaqftf_,aﬂ, o [ARTICK
TuamE P DR : T Owdera, ot o : C haeER

L. S U 15 e L N SRS SO

] . . .
Page fifteen [15) (2} of journsl centirmmed, : _ - B |
351530 | - -} 116 ] 151000 [56pl L. ®. TOOMES WIi: Recelved shrapnel wounds on right hand from
. , _ . ' ar encpy explosive device, while particlpating in an cperation a-
P e J gainnt hdéstlle forces Iin the Cup Wiet nrea, Trested in Figld aud
: o Jreturned to duty. _ _ _ - =)

| 151530 | 117 | 151000 {PEC D, R, EIKSLER WIdr RBecoived shrapnel wourda on right forehsad
_ : . from an epamy exploalve device, while engaged iln aetion agalnst

- |bostile forces in tha Cus "ihet Eress Treated in field and retuxned -
1te duty, _ : - g

1151200 118 [ 151200 - |Guard carried casualty repoxts on G. H. SMITH, W. B¢ TRIPPLEIT, !
| . . R. L. BURWS, L. E. TOEBS and D, R. KINSLIR to 34 Marine Division
{fwd) CRCC. . _ 3

119 b 152400 Journal c¢losad. - : _ ' P8

Page 154  oF 3¢ pames

. k. i i o . - -

dETITSSYTOEd




i
i

Sl SUENTION -

QEIIISSVINZT

| CONFILEITIAL -
) - i 15": J'Lm[!'i‘a;:s.._:‘.n, 5‘1 I'.La-['."IliT-l
15 24005 s JUL 1967
ta .
- ZHARNAS 167240020 oL 1947
._,,_ — B e i
P SERTLE _ Ingddents, Ileangea, ) ACTICH
1"'(5133131 Oz Crders, eie. CAERIT
_ 120 | 160001 Journsl oponed. 3
160900 121 1152015 ° | lstlt. W, J..DIRELLO WTA1 Recedved sbrapnel wounds on left upper
- exm from on gneny explosive device, while engaged in sction againss
hoatile foxces in the Dong B ares. Treated in field and relurneq
4o dutvie _ . P -8
150000 . 127 153500 l 53GT R. DFLOSSANTOS WLiy Reneitved ahrapnel woumla on left- les and
- . twisted ankle from an enemy explosive devics, while angsaged in ac=
fion sg=ingt hostlile forces in the Dong Hx srea. Trested in field
and returned to duty. 5]
160960 12% { 151645 - | 6367 w. M. JVEY WI4: Heceived stwapncl wounda on both lege from at
cgneny exploalve device, while engoged in sctlon szsinst hostlle
.'E‘:m:es in the Dong Ha area, HMed Evaced to D=lied, . B
150500 124 1151645 CFL O, E. 'I'}IG:E“_F'EDN ﬂIﬂ.' Received bullet wound on xight lower 193
.- ap result of aniper fire, while engaged in eotion againail hostile
. forces in the Dong Ha ercs, Treated in fisld and on 16 Iuly 1967,
gent to D-Med for X-raya. B
160500 125 F 1514845 Lol J. 1;.;. JANTZEN WIAt Recelved ghrepnel wounds on left arm from
an enemy explosive device, while engnged in setibn againet hostile
forces in the long He area, Med Evaced to 2-Med. ' _ =3
- [ S . _————— ——— —— I

Tage_ 16 of 87 pages,
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g1 SICWICH -
1lat fmizecBn, Jd TarDiv.
15 24005 JUL 1567
. ' a . I
© JOTRHAL . ) 1672400:0  JUL 1967

EIAISSYIDEd

15:::'5.:::::

160900 .
160900
160900

1E0900 -

150500

o

127

128

1238

130

15

IR

151645 '

152645

151645

151445

151645

151645

e b ey

e e —ELL W — .

{returned to duty. L L ' S

1Gpl P. J. SHINE WIA: Reveived shrephel wounds on left hip and arm

jfercesin the I'lﬂng Ha atesz. Mod Braced 0 A-lled.

——ea ———— L A e AR e e gl —

Incidents, Messgyes, ' _ A TTON
[}:L'Iﬂ.i:ms,; wlie, ' . T SRR U]

L R LR L I R JC I Wy i

FPagze ai‘:ﬂ: taen {lg,} of J:Dwnal cnntim:.a:&.

Lepl T, L, HUPTON WiAs Received shrapnel wounds on baok of neek
from an enemy explosive device, whiléd engaged in action agalnat
hoptile forces in the Dong Ba araa.. Treated at iCe sick bay and |

and leg from an ensmy explosived device, while engaged ih action
againgt hostile fooces in the Dong I-IEs- area. HMed Bvaced to A-Tbad. . 5

PF: J., J. ARAZDSA m: Eaneh‘eﬂ ghragnel wounds on buttocks from
afl elemy explosive dav:.ne. vhile engaged in actfon against hostile |
forces jh the Dong Ua aved, Treoated in field and returned to dutyis]

i

PFD 4, REGO WIAr Reoceived shrepnsl wounds on left arm and hip from
BNl enety explosive device, while engaged in wotion againat hnst:.la

PFC T, L. HOW:RD WIAt Received shrapnel wounds on right lower leg.
from an snemy explosive devios, while sngaged in sction sgaingt
hogtile forces in the Dong He ersa. Med Eveced to A=led, -

PFC D. V. QUITTANA WEA: Recsived shrspnelwounds on Tight ankle

from an snemy explosive devics, while anpaged in asklon agsingt
hoatile foncen Lo the Dous Ha.aves.. Med Hveced to Dueedy

Pageﬁ‘lﬂ __.of !i,‘_' paies
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OB AL . ta
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=+

CoT

SEIAL
HiEBEL

TG

Incijenta, Mopsngas, AT T
Urdora, etos TAKER

EIAISSYIDEd

160900

LE0%00

160900

160500

1é09C0

1 132

133

134

135

136

151645

151545

151645

151645

151645

Page éj.;.ﬂ;a'sn (15) (a) of jovrnal centimed,

PFC D, Fo PARKIR? WIZ: Recsived s}ﬂ'a.pnefl wourds on hesd and slbow

and right mrm from. sn epemy explosive device, while engaged in ac-
tion agsinat heetile forces in the Dong Ha arssy. Irdalediin Ale
giok bay end returned to duty. .

FE! R, 8. DLVIS Wit Received shrapnel wounds on »ight fool and
amputation of 34 and 4th toe from en enemy explusive device, while
engoped in action omainet hostile fiwces in the Dong Ea aved. Med
Evrgoed to A-lied,

PFC Ra Fa COWFTS WIAr Reoeived sh:rapnal woitdd on beck of pight -
thigh frem a wmortar, while sngaged in action againat hnst:Lle
forces in the Dong Na area, Mod Iraned to D-Had,

PR 5, H, H.-"?EY Wlt: Rooeived shrapnel wound in cheek fhom an
anemy explasive device, while angaged in uction agsinst hostlle
forces in the Dong Ha sres. Traated in ficld and returned to duty;

FFS R. L, ALLEY WId: Received bullet wound on right lower leg gz 4
result of sniper fire, while engaged in action agalnst hostlle
forcea in theDong Ha ares. Treated in field anrd returmsd to duty.

5
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g1 SEGRTON -

ls% tmTracBry 3d MaxrDiv

.  15240E  JUL 1957
JOIRYAL _ to
o 1624000 - JHL 1067

TIME

EIAISSYIDEd

161100

161300

I

., SETAT,
FIIBER

DG

—— -y - -

Inzidents, Messoges,
':IrlﬂBrE, E'tﬂ [ ]

AUTTON f

TAKEN

160900

161300

161900

137

138
139

140

151920

161200

151070

151100

151100

Pags sisteen (16) (h) of Journai contimed,

FFZ J. E, CULE %Wla:  Reoelved shrapmel wound on right uwpper axm
from an enemy explegive device, while engaged in actien against
hostile forceg in the Dong Ha orea. Trested in field and re-
furned to duty. : '

| Guerd carried casualty reports on mumbers 121-137 to 34 Haxine

Divisien {fwd)} CRCC,

5397 A. MALDONADO WThs Becedved ahrapnsl wounds on left amn frem
b snemy explosive davice, while etwzaged in petion against hostile

Forees in tha Cus ¥Wiet ares, Treated ip fi8ld and reburned to dukd;

HM3 J. B, HERBY WIA: Reowsived shrapnel wounds on right shoulder
and hand from an enefiy explealve sxploslve devico, vhile sngaged
in acticn agalnst hostile foxces in the Dong Ha area. Trested in
fiald and returned to dugy, . .

FFG K. L. WARRIWER Wii: Received shrapnel wounds on imner left
thigh from an enemy srplosive devios, shile engeged in aotlon
against hostile fercas in the Dong H-a aren. Med Brated to TES
HRepoaae, -

5
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8~1 SECTION -

e 1st fmPrecby, 34 MaxDiv

15 24000 JTIL 1967
JOMEIAL ta
16 2400 - JUL 1967

TIME

L

JEIAISSV.IHA

161300

ot

BERTALY
NIBEL |

UG

e g

Incidents, Megaapes,
Ordora, efe,

ACTICN
PRlEN

151300

161300

161300

1613C0

146

142

143

144

145

131030

151500

151500

151500

I 151500

t from en enenmy expleaive device, while engaged in action againat

1 enemy explosive device, while sngaged in aetlon sgainst hogtile

| returned %o daty.

Page aiatwﬁ(lﬁ-j- {e) of journel cnntime{i;

3P E. R, JACTHON WAt Recelved shropnel wound on left arm frow ad
snany eEplosive device, whlle engaged in action agalnas hosiils
forces in the Dong Hz area. Trested in fleld snd retuwned to duty.

BGT R, E, IRBIEI."-;H Jr.'. Wit TRepeived shrapoel wound on right leg

hostile farces in the Dong He aren, Treated in field and returhsd
ﬁﬂ &]ltﬂﬂ- .

agT J. TEIROS WIAi: Recoelved ahrapnel wound on right arm from an
forces in the Dong He ares. Toeabed in fleld and returned to duhys

CEL R. 9. STANEEY WIA: Recelved shrppnsl wounds on rigat side of
tittock from an coemy exploaive devics, while engaged ih zotion
agpinmt hostile Forcéa in the Dong Ha arsa. ‘Treated in field and |

LCp: ¥, SITH Jr. WIA: Roceived shrapnel wounds on Tight and laft
leg from oh enemy e¥plosive devics, while engeged in sotion againat
hostile faraes in the Dong Ha ares, Treated in field and returped
to duty.

Fage 164 OF 37 pages
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lat AnTrzoBn, 3d MarDiv

15 24000 JOL 1967
JOSAL tn
: 16 z400B  JUL 1967
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AOTION

EIAISSYIDEd

Incidents, Messages,
Orders, oias TAXTE
Thage “elxtesn (16) (&) of ournal ¢onbigued, 8

lf."..PL T, B, COOK HIAt. Heceived slapnel wounds on 12t shewlder from
an enemy explosive device, while angaged in getlon against hostlle
foreae in tha Dong Ha araa. Treabted in field and returnsd to duty.

CPL J. E. DATLY 1.=II11L.| Siffered spreined anile while enguased in ag-
tion against hostile forces in the Dosig Ho area. Trested in field
and returned to dutmy,

GPL B, L, PORGEA WIAt Heceived shrepnel wound on left leg frowm an
eneuy explosive device, while engoged in setlon against hostile
for¢es in the Dong Ha erea. Treated in field and retorned to duty,

Lipl L. I, ST.'.I'EH}LEE Iy WIP;I Recaived shropicl wound in left wnd
right sra from an eheny explogive devics whils engaged in action
againet hoestile forces in the Dong Ha eres. Treated in field ani
raturnsd beo duby,

Ifgl &, W. OOOFER WIit Received shrapne]l wound on right elThow from
an aneny axplogive device, while engpged in sctlon sgainst hostile
forcea in the Dong Ha sress Treated in field and returned to duty.

PFC L. J. WASHIHGEOE WIA: Received shrapnel wounde in left fore
arm fron an enetsy explosive deviee, while enpoged it aelicon guelhat

Page lbe of Sf _ TAZuD

thogtile foroes in the Dony Ha area, Trasted in fiald and rgﬁ%sed. t
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L I 51 SECTION

] _ ] - lat imTrocBa, 3d Marliv

15 24008 SUL 67
IOMENAL %0
: 16 2400H JUL, 67
! : ' . : i - — : et
TIKE _ SERTAL] Ircidonts, Morsagos, ' ACTIUN
i MIBR[ DTG Ordera, ctos TAKLN

EIAISSYIDEd

13 wmr_ | S . | - A
i I Poge eixtesh {16) {e) of jomwrnal continued.

161300 : - 15% ) 151500 |FPC D. R, RUST WIi: Received shrepnsl wounde on left ear from an
! enemy explosive device, whils engsged in setion agrinet hostile
forces in the Dong Ha prea. Treated in field and returned to duty,]! 8

161300 154 151'530 FIT G. J. FELSOCT Wia:r BRecoived shrﬂ.gh-al wound on right hand from
. +lan enemy explogive device while enganmped 1h notlon egainst hestile
forcea ip the Dang Ha: areas. Tregted in fleld and returned to duby. 8

161300 .| 155 | 160115 lepl R. ©. Ga¥ES WIA: LVT hit A ming in the Dong Ha ares, while

engacad in actlioh againet hoatlle forces. Suffored punetured r:.@t
eal Qrun.  TEreated ai BAS and returned te duty, 8
161330 156 | 161330 1Callsd. in . casualty rapﬁrt onh numbers 139-155 to 3dMarDiv (fwd) CRCCZ, 8
162100 1R | 151845 355t 2, E, TRAVERE WIi: Redelwed shrapnsl wound héhiﬁﬂ lefs shovldd

e and broken left arm from an ensmy explosive device, while engagef
in sstion ageinet hostile forcen in the l]ong Ha srea, Med Evaond tp

55 Eﬂpﬂﬁao ' 5
AL | 162230 1568 } 1622% |Called in camuslty Teport on J, B, TRAVIRS to 3aNarDi§ (fwd) CRCC. | 5
161700 | - 1 159 | 141500 [CPL J, R. SIEELE WIA: Received minor shrapnel wounds on righb hand

and left arm from an enemy explosive device, while cngaged in octiop 8
ggralnat hgatile forcen ip the Dong Ha sres. Treated in field retu.r{aed tuJ

Page 16f  of gﬁ Pages duty.
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lst tmTracBEn, 3d MaxDiv

qETATSSYIOEd

P&E.E'l@ of '3‘ g;“pag.es:

. 15 24000 JIE &7
[ i JOIREAL : . ta
_ 16 24000 JUL 67
| — s '
Pty . BERIAL Incidentsy Messages, - LOTIOH
’ TObBER ppyes Ordars, ato. : TAKEN
i (AT : . L A -
' Page sixtean {16) (L) of journsl gontinued. 3
161700 166 150300 PR P. J. RYaM mh Recelved ghraphel wound on nose, Tight aye, add
lower left leg from an enemy explomive device, whils édngaged in a.c_-}
tlon agsinst hostile forces in the Dong Ha srea. fTreated in field -
ahd returted to daty. 3
161700 161 . | 151000 | PRC P, B. FMARTIRS WIir Received minor shrapnel wounds on amie and
' : chest froa gn enemy . explosive device while angsged in petion againgt
hogtlle forgss in the Dong Ha arez. Trested in fleld and returrad
to duty, 3
1637100 162 1513 OPL R, 4, HEAO WIAt Received shrapnel wound on left gm and wikht
eye e an enemy explopive device, while shgnged in eStion agalnad
© | hostils forces in the Dong Ha areq. Treated dn fisld and returzedy |
to dwty. - 3
lel1Ton 185 151300 Lopl P, RAPACZ Wl Received sheaprel wougd en lef4 hand from an
' enory erplosive dovice, vhile engaged in gotion againet hostile
_ forces in the Dong Ho orea. Trested infield and returned to duby. 8
120 164 ] 172200 i GuaTd carrded caszalty reperta on J. R. STEELE, P. J. RYaH, ¥, B,
_  MASTERS R, A, HBAG and P, HAPACY to 34 Marine Rivésion (fwd) oaoc. 3
165 § 160800 CPL B. F. PERMENTIR dropped transierred to CONUS, 3
166 1168400 | Journsl closed. _ 5]






